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 Toro interprovincials, men, 
poverty bay golf Club,

22-26 november

bmW nz open, Clearwater golf Club

1-4 december

 Toro interprovincials, Women
Whakatane golf Club

6-10 december

Charles Tour Wairakei open
Wairakei golf Club

15-18 december

events:events:
uPComing

Welcome to the fi fth edition of the New Zealand 
Golf Update for 2011 – a regular communication 
reviewing all the latest news and activity from 
New Zealand Golf.

This busy period saw many highlights on the 
international stage and many of our best 
amateurs competing both internationally and at 
home. 

New Zealand number one Danny Lee made 
golfi ng headlines when he qualifi ed for the PGA 
Tour by winning his maiden tournament as a 
professional. Lee, who was the fi rst Kiwi to win 
the US Amateur and the fi rst New Zealander to 
become the World No.1 amateur, is fulfi lling on 
his potential.

“It feels great. I haven’t won a tournament since 
the Johnnie Walker and it is a great feeling 
winning this golf tournament – it is really not 
easy to win a golf tournament,” said Lee after 
his win.

Ben Campbell came close to following Danny Lee 
to the Masters when he fi nished third at the 
Asian Amateur Championship in Singapore. If 
Campbell had won the event he would have 
been invited to join the world’s best golfers at 
Augusta in 2012. Also in Singapore were Ryan 
Fox, Mathew Perry, Vaughan McCall, Sam An and 
Joshua Munn.

Campbell joined a Kiwi team of Ryan Fox, 
Mathew Perry and Vaughan McCall who came 
close to claiming a memorable win over Australia 
in the inaugural Four Nations Cup at The Hills. 
The New Zealand team closed to within three 
shots on the fi nal day but the Aussies held them 
off to win comfortably in the end. 

Locally the Charles Tour has been back in full 
swing with the Carrus Tauranga Open, Port 
Taranaki Open and the United Fisheries Shirley 
Open all well run and received by their respective 
golfi ng communities.

Waikato professional Jim Cusdin secured his 
breakthrough win as a professional in Tauranga 
holding off a late fi ght back from Ryan Fox. 
Joshua Carmichael enjoyed a dream golfi ng road 
trip in Taranaki where he won three titles in a 
week culminated by winning the Port Taranaki 
Open by one shot from good mate Hamish 
Robertson. Rookie professional Nick Gillespie 
blew the fi eld away at the Christchurch Golf Club 
when he secured his maiden win on the Charles 
Tour by eight shots.

Special mention must go to New Zealand rep 
Emily Perry who became the fi rst woman in the 
short history of the Charles Tour to win three 
titles in succession. The Lochiel golfer has been 
working hard on the mental side of her game 
and it is paying off as she got back to her best.

During this period the HSBC 9 Hole challenge has 
begun around New Zealand and the early 
indications are the number involved in the event 
have grown since last year where New Zealand 
Golf was proud to note a 10 percent growth in 
nine hole membership.

Looking ahead and planning is well underway 
for the BMW NZ Open at Clearwater from 
December 1- 4. Michael Campbell has confi rmed 
his entry for the fi rst time in three years. The 
former US Open champion wants nothing more 
than to follow in the footsteps of Sir Bob Charles 
in becoming a multiple winner of the 
championship.

We are hopeful that many other top New 
Zealand golfers, and indeed Australians, will 
follow his lead to make the BMW NZ Open at 
Clearwater a world class event.

Happy golfi ng.

Yours in Golf

New Zealand Golf



Joshua Carmichael enjoyed a dream golfing 
road trip in the Taranaki. 

The North Harbour professional is the latest break
through winner on the Charles Tour claiming the Port 
Taranaki Open by one shot from good friend Hamish 
Robertson in cool conditions today at Ngamotu.

The 30yearold fired a three under par 69 in the 
final round to come from behind and post a 10 
under par total in what was a survival of the fittest of 
36 holes on Saturday. 

Two rounds were played today to avoid the wild 
weather that was forecasted for tomorrow and has 
been synonymous with the Port Taranaki Open and 
Carmichael was the last man standing claiming four 
titles in 10 days.

“I am elated, relieved and just absolutely stoked to 
win this title,” said Carmichael who moves to the top 
of the NZ PGA Order of Merit with his $7,200 win.

A Carmichael win did not look likely with Robertson 
four shots up with seven holes to play.

The Taihape professional still had a birdie chance on 
the 18th green from 15 feet to get to 10 under and 
when he missed the title was there for the taking. 
Carmichael made no mistake. He was left with an up 
and down from 25m from the left fringe and he hit 
to two feet to put the title beyond doubt. 

“It is funny, you practice that chip shot so many 
times pretending you are doing it to win a title and 
then the time comes and you wonder how you’ll go. 
I was so relieved to hit it dead. I wanted to get it on 
the green as soon as possible. To see it roll up to the 
hole was a good feeling.”

It wasn’t always a good feeling out on course as 
Carmichael endured a rollercoaster final 36 holes on 
Saturday that included a disastrous triple bogey in 
round three on the 12th. He played flawless golf on 
the final nine holes – a five under par 31 to get home.

“With everything I went through today I just can’t 
believe it was my day. I made doubles and triples but 
I keep hanging in there and trying to catch up. It was 
a nice surprise that it was enough.”

It has been an incredible run for the likeable pro who 
grew up playing his golf at the Pupuke Golf Club on 
Auckland’s North Shore. He won the $20,000 
Wanganui Proam, the $10,000 Hawera Proam, the 
proam on Wednesday and now he claims first prize 
in the $40,000 Port Taranaki Open.

“It has been a wicked stretch of golf. A dream road 
trip. I don’t know what to say but I am really stoked.”

Carmichael, a product of Rangitoto College in 
Murrays Bay, is proud of the progress he is making in 
his game. He has been working hard in the gym and 
also with coach Sam Parsons.

“It is my third four round win as a professional and 
my first at home – it‘s nice to win at home. It has 
been a long time between drinks. I won my first four 
round tournament five years ago in Papua New 
Guinea so it’s been a long time coming.

“I have been working hard with Sammy and it is 
good to see the results. I am just trying to keep pace 
with big Mike [good mate Michael Hendry] if I can 
ride on his coattails then I reckon I’ll be doing 
alright.”

Many winners of the Port Taranaki Open have gone 
on to achieve bigger and better things. Mark Brown 
won here in 2006 and progressed to win the Johnnie 
Walker Championship on the European Tour. Brad 
Iles claimed the title in 2007 and is now playing on 
the Nationwide Tour. Michael Hendry won in 2009 
and last year won the Indonesian Open on the One 
Asia Tour.

Carmichael hopes that he can follow that pathway 
to success in his upcoming trip to play the Tahiti 
Open and then the Australasian Tour.

The hard case Maori, a true gentleman of the game, 
spared a thought for his good mate Robertson who 
he was best man for at his wedding in August.

“We are really great mates so it is always hard. I 
wanted to chase him down. I didn’t want him to lose 
it, I wanted to go out there and win and I feel like I 
did that. He didn’t lose it, I mean he shot 66 and 73 
on the final two rounds and he played great the 
whole tourney.”

Robertson, from Taihape who led Jim Cusdin and 
Johnathon Ratcliffe by one shot heading into the 
final round after a superb six under par 66, was 
“gutted” by his final round 73.

“It was a hard day because I had no idea where I 
stood. It was like I was playing in the dark. Now that 
I know it is pretty gutting to come so close and not 
win one of these again. But I am proud of how I 
played. I played decently all week and Josh must 
have played well to shoot 69.”

Port taranaki oPen: CarmiChael enjoys breakthrough win 
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Waikato professional Mark Purser fired a three under 
par 69 to finish in third place, Te Awamutu pro Brad 
Shilton managed the joint low score of the final round 
(68) to finish fourth and Waikato pro Jim Cusdin had 
a disappointing three over 75 to claim sixth. 

Auckland amateur Johnathon Ratcliffe, the overnight 
leader after two rounds of 67 and 66, had a forgettable 
final round 80 to finish in a share of 15th place.

Local Brad Hayward finished in a share of sixth place 
with rounds of 70, 72, 69 and 72 to claim the men’s 
amateur honours.

There was a titanic battle for the women’s title which 
saw Emily Perry overcome Charlotte Thomas for her 
second consecutive win on the Charles Tour. 

The Waikato amateur held a two shot lead over 
professional Thomas (69) heading into the final 18 holes. 

But the professional fought back into the contest to 
square the match up with 10 holes remaining. The 
New Zealand rep rallied to restore her two shot 
advantage and hold on with a birdie at the last.

“It feels fantastic to be honest,” said the 20yearold 
Perry. 

“I was pretty nervous coming down the last but my 
second shot onto the green really took the pressure 
off. It was pretty straightforward two putting from 
there. You are always nervous putting for a win but 
I was just happy to get it done.

Perry said that her consecutive wins of the Charles 
Tour is further proof that the work she is doing with 
a mental coach is working and that her game is on 
the right track.

continued from previous page

The rise of CarmiChael: 
A player of so much promise and potential is 
beginning to realize what he is capable of and that is 
exactly what the Charles Tour is all about. North 
Harbour professional Joshua Carmichael came into 
the Port Taranaki Open in fine form winning both 
the $20,000 Wanganui Proam and then the 
$10,000 Proam at Hawera. He handled the pressure 
of being one of the front runners superbly. His five 
under par 31 on the homeward nine holes to secure 
his first four round win as a professional in New 
Zealand was impressive. The up and down for birdie 
on the last to win is something he will remember for 
some time. Carmichael, who shot a course record 65 
at Wairakei International two years ago, has been a 
revelation in 2011. He is sure to add to his third four 
round win as a pro especially with the quality he 
showed on the Ngamotu greens. He putted like he 
wasn’t going to miss. The 30yearold said: “My 
putting was the key to shooting that five under on 
the back nine. I am putting with a lot of confidence 
and that is why I am winning golf tournaments. I am 
pretty excited about where my game is heading.” It 
would be great to see Carmichael carry this sort of 
form into a qualifying school at the end of 2011. The 
likeable Maori is a popular player among his peers 
and his winner’s speech on Sunday night was well 
received.

roberTson so Close... again: 
You had to feel for Taihape professional Hamish 
Robertson. He has come so close to winning on the 
Charles Tour on a number of occasions. In 2011 
alone he has finished runner up at the ask> metro 
Muriwai Open to Joshua Munn and now the Port 
Taranaki Open to his best man at his wedding in 
Carmichael. His third round 66 in difficult conditions 
on the Saturday was superb golf and looked to have 
him in the driver’s seat. Robertson was four shots up 
with seven holes remaining but was undone by the 
late run of Carmichael. He dealt with his 
disappointment well and celebrated his good mate’s 
win with character. A win for the newly married pro 
on the Charles Tour – a goal of his for the past two 
years – cannot be far away. 

The learning Curve of being 
The leader: 
Auckland amateur Johnathon Ratcliffe didn’t win 
the Port Taranaki Open but he did more than enough 
to show that he is a player of the future. The Srixon 
Development Squad member caught the attention 
of many in the opening two rounds (67 and 66) to 
earn a three shot lead at the halfway stage. What 
happened from there on was a learning curve for the 
18yearold from the Akarana Golf Club. Golf can be 
a cruel game and it was a real shame to see Ratcliffe, 
who had handled the pressure of the spotlight as the 
leader admirably, finish with an eight over 80 on 
Saturday. Local amateur Brad Hayward, wearing 
Rickie Fowler orange on Sunday, deserved his 
amateur win but the performance of Ratcliffe should 
not be forgotten. The top two players from the Port 
Taranaki Open (Carmichael and Robertson) show 
that if you keep knocking on the door eventually you 
will break through. Ratcliffe will be better from this 
experience.

Winning The mind game: 
Srixon Academy member Emily Perry has enjoyed a 
remarkable couple of weeks where she has won 
back to back Charles Tour titles. The Lochiel amateur 
has been working hard on her mental game and on 
staying focused throughout the round and it is 
paying off. She has not shot an over par round in her 
past eight rounds of tournament golf. That is some 
turnaround for a golfer, who by her own admission, 
was going through a flat patch in her game. “It isn’t 
faltering – my mental approach. I haven’t shot an 
over par round in the past eight rounds of golf and I 
have never done that in my life before. It is pretty 
exciting for me as I embraced the pressure today. 
When it got really close and Charlotte played great 
to put the pressure on me I responded and that is 
really encouraging.” The 20yearold is looking more 
and more like a great teammate to play alongside 

the wonder teens Lydia Ko and Cecilia Cho through 
some impressive improvement in her game. A great 
turnaround.

WeaTher: 
It was weather that has never been seen before at the 
Port Taranaki Open since the tournament was born 
back in 2006. Fine and warm like it was summer. It is 
the oldest event on the Charles Tour and every year 
the wind and rain make this event one for the players, 
officials, volunteers, media… well everyone… to 
endure rather than enjoy. But not in 2011. Sitting out 
on the bank on the 14th with the sun on the ocean as 
a backdrop and just a gentle breeze was fantastic. A 
date change would prove pretty popular for this 
event. The scoring wasn’t any lower. Troy Ropiha won 
on a nine under par total last year (the event was 
reduced to 54 holes) and Joshua Carmichael won four 
rounds on 10 under par. It showed that even though 
it didn’t rain, the wind which the players experienced 
in the final two rounds of Saturday still made the links 
of Ngamotu a challenge.

The early deCision To make iT  
a Three day TournamenT:
All things considered, this was a good decision. 
Taranaki has infamously rough weather at this time 
of year and there are already murmurs to shift the 
event in 2012 to a time of more settled weather. 
Defending champion Troy Ropiha voiced his opinion 
saying he was disappointed with the decision as he 
believed “it is that weather which makes this 
tournament.” But after talking to many of the 
players he was in the minority. Others like Dominic 
Barson said: “It’s a good call. It’s a terrific tournament 
and it’s fun playing Ngamotu in fine weather for a 
change.” The best thing about the decision was 
there was no deliberation on it. New Zealand Golf 

the highs and lows of the Port taranaki oPen

continued on following page



and New Zealand PGA made the call early and put it 
into place. There was no drama on Sunday with 
squeegees, rain delays that have been synonymous 
with the event throughout the years. The players 
could enjoy a beer on Saturday night and watch the 
All Blacks on Sunday afternoon with no worries. A 
good call.

The CommuniTy of The  
prize giving: 
Maybe it was the small makeshift clubrooms (with 
the new and impressive clubhouse to be completed 
in 2012) but the prize giving on Saturday evening 
had a nice community feel about it. The people of 
Taranaki support this event well but this was more 
than that. Every golfer wants to be respected by 
their peers and when they achieve something of 
note that is exactly what should happen. Joshua 
Carmichael was a popular winner and he was well 
supported by his mates for his win and delivered a 
hard case speech. It would be great to see the same 
reception every time at the prize giving for all 
winners on the Charles Tour.   

continued from previous page Carrus tauranga oPen: Cusdin enjoys breakthrough win 
Jim Cusdin plans to take tomorrow off work 
– he thinks he deserves it after claiming his 
first four round win as a professional.

The Waikato pro won the Carrus Tauranga Open by 
claim two shots when he fired a four under 66 in 
wet conditions and endured a memorable battle 
with New Zealand number one amateur Ryan Fox 
that went all the way to the 72nd hole. 

Cusdin, who made fine birdies on the 14th and 
16th, looked to be home for the title until he 
bogeyed the 17th to allow Fox to get within one 
shot. Coming down the last Fox hit a poor tee shot 
right into the trees and that made Cusdin’s job that 
much easier. 

The likeable pro overcame “some serious nerves” to hit 
the green in regulation and capped off his fine week at 
the Tauranga Golf Club with a birdie putt from around 
20 feet for a four under 66 to seal the win.

The 26yearold has been a player of promise for 
some time and this week he delivered on that 
overcoming a quality field that included the likes of 
Michael Hendry (12) and Gareth Paddison (10), 
who finished third and fourth respectively.

Cusdin has won many twoday proam events both 
on the local and international stage but regarded 
this four round win where he managed a 15 under 
par total in tough conditions as the biggest moment 
of his golf career. 

“To win here against a really top quality field is 
great,” said the 26yearold. “It is huge to get my 
first four round win as a professional. I have been in 
contention before but never managed it and this win 
confirms that I am good enough, I am stoked.”

The final round was truncated by a two hour 20 
minute rain delay as rain made the Tauranga greens 
unplayable. The leaders had only played six holes 
and Cusdin admitted it was unsettling but just 
started again.

“The key was staying patient in that time. We were 
all keen to get back out there but we just had to wait 
and make sure that we were ready to go when the 
rain cleared and the course was playable.” 

He enjoyed the battle with the 24yearold Fox who 
pushed him hard all day.

“Foxy was playing pretty solidly and put me under a 
fair bit of pressure. He got to within one shot a few 
times and was always there or thereabouts. I was so 
nervous coming down the last. I was just trying to 
lag my putt up to the hole from around 20 feet and 
it was a huge amount of relief to see it go in. It is a 
great feeling.”

Fox, who finished third in 2009 at the Carrus Tauranga 
Open, paid tribute to Cusdin for his performance.

“Jim played superbly,” said the New Zealand rep. “He 
has never been in that position before, of leading a 
four round tournament, but he never showed it. He 
played like a seasoned professional today.”

The son of All Black great Grant was pleased with his 
week that saw him finish as the leading amateur. It 

is just another good performance at home in a stellar 
season.

“I didn’t quite get there but I am proud of my effort 
this week. I hit a poor last tee shot down the 18th. I 
was going for a big one down there so I was in a 
good position to attack the back right pin placement 
but I came up and out of it and ended up hitting it 
right behind a tree. In the end I made a damn good 
par. I knew I had to make birdie down the last so it 
was an all or nothing play. In the end Jim made birdie 
anyway and he deserved his win.

“I consider this my first real chance to win on the 
Charles Tour. I have always been close but more 
playing for position than the title so it was nice to be 
in the heat of the battle coming down the stretch.

“It’s my best result on the Charles Tour so I have to 
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emily Perry bounCes 
baCk in tauranga 
It is a performance that Emily Perry described as one of 
the most important in her amateur career.

The Waikato number one, who has, by her own admission, gone 
through a flat patch in her game with a run of poor results, bounced 
back in emphatic style with a four shot win at the Carrus  
Tauranga Open.

The New Zealand rep, who has now won four times on the Charles 
Tour, was back to her best as she carded rounds of 72, 69, 70 and 72 
to outclass a quality field that included professionals Caroline Bon and 
Charlotte Thomas. 

She came out blazing in the final round typified by her approach  
shot to the second where she hit it to six inches for a tap in birdie. 
After the rain delay Perry finished off the job for a four shot win  
from Thomas.

“I was really pleased with my 
performance,” said the 20yearold 
from the Lochiel Golf Club.

“It has been awhile since I have been 
able to put four rounds like that 
together. I felt well prepared after all 
the practice I have been doing and 
totally in control of my emotions. It 
gives me a lot confidence that the 
things I am working on are coming 
together.”

Perry, a confidence golfer, has been 
working with sports psychologist Karen 
Ross to help the mental side of her 
game.

“We have been talking about the 
things I have been struggling with, 
getting down on myself and I need to 
stay positive throughout the round. I 
was able to do that and as a result I 
could shoot some good scores in tough 
conditions.

“I was really pleased with how I hit the 
ball on Friday when I had a three under 
69 the wind dropped on the back nine 
and I took advantage. It was a lot of 
fun to play some good golf again.”

Perry is eyeing turning professional at the end of 2012 after hopefully 
representing New Zealand at the Espirito Santo World Teams Champs 
in Turkey. 

She enjoys what the Charles Tour offers as the next step in building 
her game.

“I really like the professional atmosphere. I feel quite at home in that 
environment now and I want to test myself against some of the better 
players. It is good to be under that pressure. I had a brief chat with 
Caroline [Bon] and asked her a few questions of what it is like. She is 
doing what I want to do so I want to learn as much as possible.”

While Perry is bubbling with confidence following her return to the 
winner’s circle she knows she has some way to go still.

“It is important to build from here but it is also important to know 
that I played really well at this event and I deserved to win.”

take that as a positive. It will give confidence going into my upcoming 
events in the Asian Amateur and the Panasonic Open [professional event]. 
My game is in good shape.”

Cusdin will also take huge confidence from his best golfing moment and 
reflected on the biggest moment of the tournament.

“I played really solid today and I was proud of how I performed under the 
pressure of being the leader. If there was one moment that was a standout 
from today it was my tee shot to the par 3 14th. I hit it to about four feet 
and made the putt for birdie that was a big moment because at that stage 
Foxy was only one back.

“I have been there or thereabouts and to finally win is a special feeling.”

New Zealand rep Emily Perry shot an even par 72 in the final round to defeat 
professional Charlotte Thomas (73) by four shots on a five under par total.

Men’s Scores after round 4 

265 Jim Cusdin (P) 65 70 64 66 

267 Ryan Fox (Royal Auckland) 68 66 66 67

268 Michael Hendry (P) 65 70 69 64

270 Gareth Paddison (P) 67 64 69 70

271  Dominic Barson (P) 70 64 69 68,  
Mathew Perry (Hamilton) 68 67 68 68

273  Keelan Kilpatrick (Russley) 75 67 65 66, Jared Pender (P) 66 69 71 
67, Peter Lee (Rotorua) 70 67 67 69 

274 Pieter Zwart (P) 68 66 68 72

275 Leighton James (P) 69 70 68 68, Blair Riordan (Takaka) 69 67 69 70 

276  Bradley Kendall (Mt Maunganui) 71 69 70 66, Landyn Edwards 
(Rotorua) 68 72 68 68 

277 Scott Wightman (P) 70 68 70 69 

278  Mark Purser (P) 69 71 69 69, David Klein (P) 66 72 70 70, Brenden 
Stuart (P) 71 68 69 70

279 Vaughan McCall (Gore) 70 73 67 69, Mahal Pearce (P) 69 69 67 74

Women’s Scores after round 4 

283 Emily Perry (Lochiel) 72 69 70 72 

287 Charlotte Thomas (New Zealand) 74 73 67 73 

290 FayeAmy Nickson (Peninsula) 72 77 73 68 

293  Caroline Bon (P) 80 72 72 69, Chantelle Cassidy (Tokoroa) 74 70 76 73 

298 Larissa Jane Eruera (Aviation) 74 73 75 76 

301 Sarah Bradley (Cambridge) 78 71 81 71

303 Hanna Seifert (Lochiel) 75 78 74 76
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free daily aCCess to the 2011 bmw  
nZ oPen – only with your new Zealand 
golf Credit Card
As a New Zealand Golf member, you are eligible for a New Zealand Golf 
Credit Card – available exclusively to affiliated New Zealand Golf Members. 

Don’t be misled into assuming this is an ordinary Card Programme, as it 
provides access to a range of worldclass benefits and opportunities, both 
on and off the golf course.

benefits:

•	  Main and supplementary Cards are free of account and rewards fees 
until at least November 2013. 

•	  Free entry and carparking at the 2011 BMW NZ Open, Clearwater 
Golf Club, 1–4 December. Simply show your Card at the gate.

•	  Exclusive Cardmember discounts at a range of restaurants, Pro 
Shops, hotels and other retailers nationwide. 

•	  Complimentary access to over 400 VIP Airport Lounges 
worldwide.

•	  Enjoy Spend & Win prizes: ranging from new season equipment to 
weekend getaways. Current promotions:

•	 A trip for two to Barnbougle Golf Resort, Australia

•	 A $500 cashback on your New Zealand Golf Credit Card

•	 Sign-on gift: 3month subscription to New Zealand Golf Magazine 

Apply today at www.dinersclub.co.nz or ring 0800 223 033 for more information



CamPbell exCited to Play bmw nZ oPen 
Michael Campbell wants nothing more than 
to follow in the footsteps of Sir Bob Charles 
in becoming a multiple winner of the New 
Zealand Open.

After missing the previous two Championships, the 
42yearold has confirmed his place in the BMW 
New Zealand Open at the Clearwater Golf Club in 
Christchurch from December 14. 

Campbell followed Charles’ lead when he became 
only the second Kiwi to win a major championship 
by claiming the US Open in 2005 and he’d love to 
have his name engraved in the Brodie Breeze 
Challenge Cup for a second time.

“Winning your own national Open is very up there 
with winning a major so winning it two or three 
times would be even more so,” said the New Zealand 
Golf Hall of Fame member.

“To be put in the same category as Sir Bob Charles is 
definitely one of those things I’d be striving for.”  

The eight time winner on the European Tour wanted 
to return to New Zealand for two reasons; to win the 
BMW New Zealand Open title but also, just as 
importantly, to support the people of Christchurch.

“It means a lot to me to be there to support them.  
It’s been a tough year for them and hopefully the  

New Zealand Open will be a good way to have a 
positive end. So I am there for the tournament but 
also to support the people of Canterbury as a whole.”

For Dean Murphy, the Chief Executive of New 
Zealand Golf, having Campbell return to the event is 
a massive boost to the tournament.

“He is a legend of New Zealand golf,” said Murphy.

“We understand that in the current environment it is 
not easy for professionals with tour commitments to 
come home for this event so we appreciate the 
effort from Michael to support the tournament and 
Christchurch.

“When he won the US Open he delivered one of 
New Zealand’s finest sporting moments and it is 
great to see him fighting back to his best. Michael is 
a great ambassador for New Zealand Golf and a 
huge asset for the BMW NZ Open. I am sure a lot of 
golf fans will be excited to see him back.” 

Cambo, who famously won the New Zealand Open 
at Paraparaumu in 2000, has shown glimpses of 
getting back to his best on the European Tour in 
2011.

He has fond memories of 2000 when he secured the 
title with a superb eight under 64 in the final round.

continued on following page
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bmw nZ oPen:  
sir bob Charles 
delighted to have 
Cambo baCk 
Sir Bob Charles Is delighted to see New 
Zealand’s only other major champion 
Michael Campbell returning home for the 
BMW NZ Open.

When Campbell confirmed his place in the 
tournament he mentioned a big part of his 
motivation was to follow in the footsteps of Charles 
in becoming a multiple winner of the event.

“Winning your own national Open is very up there 
with winning a major so winning it two or three 
times would be even more so,” said the 42yearold 
New Zealand Golf Hall of Fame member.

“To be put in the same category as Sir Bob Charles is 
definitely one of those things I’d be striving for.”  

That humbled Charles, who won the event four 
times during his illustrious career including his  
first title as an 18yearold amateur in 1954 at 
Heretaunga.

He is pleased that the New Zealand Open title is still 
highly regarded. 

“I would go so far to say that next to winning a 
major championship is winning one’s national Open 
is probably the next most important championship,” 
said the 75yearold.

“After a two year absence it is great to have Michael 
back in the field for the New Zealand Open. 

“He is a major champion after all and it’s not too 
often we get them playing in New Zealand Opens.

“I am glad to see that the New Zealand Golf Open is 
still seen as a championship of significance from 
New Zealand’s best golfers. 

“I always did my best to support the New Zealand 
Open throughout my career and I played it any 
chance I got and I am very happy to see Michael 
thinking along the same lines after all as major 
champions we have New Zealand Golf to thank for 
getting us started in our careers.

“By participating it is also a nice way to pay back the 
New Zealand public who have supported us 
throughout our careers.” 

Another New Zealand golf great Frank Nobilo, who 
will be Vice Captain for the International team at the 
upcoming President’s Cup, believed that Campbell 
still had the ability to win at the age of 42.

“I know Michael is still working hard at his game,” 
said the 51yearold. 

“I am pleased he hasn’t given it up. He has actually 
shown progress the past couple of months with a 
change of instructor and the game has also changed. 
If he keeps playing then he can also help some of the 
younger guys.”

Charles believed that the BMW NZ Open in 2011 
presented a good opportunity for a New Zealander 
to win the event for the first time since Mahal Pearce 
claimed the trophy back in 2003. 

“I am pleased to hear him say that, after winning 
the New Zealand Open back in 2000, he wants to 
win the title two, three or even four times. I am 
happy to see him back and would love to see him 
play well at Clearwater. He has the ability and it is 
there for the taking.”

“Well apart from my major win — the US Open 
2005 – winning at Paraparaumu was definitely one 
of my highlights because it was so close to my home 
town, Titahi Bay in Wellington. I played there a lot 
and to win there was something very special indeed. 
To have my family there too was even more special. 
Winning was great in 2000.”

He came close to winning the New Zealand Open 
title for a second time at Gulf Harbour in 2006 when 
he finished runner up to Australian Nathan Green. 
He wants to make the most of the closing stretch of 
his stellar international career.

Campbell has been inspired by the feats of his good 
friends Thomas Bjorn [Three European Tour wins] 
and Darren Clarke [Open Champion] in 2011 as he 
strives to get back to his best.

“Absolutely, they are both around my age, around 
42, 43 years old. To see Thomas win three times this 
year and obviously Big D winning The Open this year 
was incredible stuff. It is very encouraging to see my 
mates do so well and I am around the same sort of 
age so it is definitely encouraging.”

The honorary life member on the European Tour 
feels like his game is about to click.

“Well my stats say it all. I have been hitting a lot of 
greens and a lot of fairways but my putts haven’t 
been any good as they have been over the last few 
years. I am heading in the right direction which is 
very, very positive. I feel very confident about my 
game. What I need to do now is put four rounds 
together so hopefully by the next couple of months 
I will be doing that.”

He is hoping that turnaround will come at Clearwater 
– a course designed by John Darby with Sir Bob 
Charles that has tested Campbell in recent time.

“Look it hasn’t been kind to me over the last couple 
of times I have played it but hopefully this year that 
will change. It is definitely a challenging golf course. 
The last time I played it the weather wasn’t too nice 
so hopefully it will be better this time. I am there to 
just enjoy the week. Enjoy being home again. It’s 
been a long time since I played the New Zealand 
Open so I am looking forward to it.”

continued from previous page

kiwi Pro watCh:  
lee wins in texas 
New Zealand number one Danny Lee has 
confirmed his place on the PGA Tour in 2012.

The 21yearold won the WNB Classic in Texas 
overcoming American pro Harris English in a playoff 
to secure his maiden Nationwide Tour title.

Lee fired a superb six under 66 in the final round at the 
Nationwide Tour event in Texas to post the clubhouse 
lead an 18 under par total which English matched.

He made par on the first hole in sudden death to 
English’s bogey on par four 18th with a fine up and 
down from the bunker at the front of the green.

The victory assures Lee of an impregnable position 
on the Nationwide money list to secure his full 
playing rights for the US PGA Tour next year.

“It feels great,” said the Korean born Kiwi who learned 
the game at the Springfield Golf Club in Rotorua. 

“I haven’t won a tournament since the Johnnie 
Walker and it is a great feeling winning this golf 
tournament – it is really not easy to win a golf 
tournament.

“I worked really hard and my Uncle and my coach – 
we have worked really hard for this and I am really 
happy it worked.”
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Lee was fortunate in the playoff when he hit his 
drive into the trees but still had a clear shot the 
green of the par four.

“I thought I hit a really good tee shot and I guess it 
hit the right tree and kicked to the right. I got lucky 
that I had a clear shot. I had about 208 [yards] to the 
fl ag. I hit a pretty good shot and it just landed short 
and went into the bunker. My best part of my game 
is bunker shots so I had no pressure.”

It is the former World No.1 amateur’s fi rst win as a 
professional. He earned $124,000 (NZ) and he 
climbs 10 places into fourth place on the Nationwide 
Order of Merit. The top 25 players on the money list 
automatically qualify for the PGA Tour in 2012. 

After being disqualifi ed last week Lee said he was 
still relaxed about securing his position on the 
world’s most lucrative tour.

“Not really. I think I was already in the top 25 I had 
no pressure. It was my goal that before I go off to 
the PGA Tour that I have to at least win one 
Nationwide event right? That is what everybody is 
expecting me to do I guess. My parents are very 
excited. They are jumping around.”

Lee had a hot start in the fi nal round with an eagle on 
the fourth. He backed that up with birdies on 6, 10, 
15 and 16 in a bogey free round to set the clubhouse 
lead at 18 under par which English (69) later matched. 

The former World No.1 amateur, who fi nished a few 
groups ahead of English, didn’t watch his rival fi nish 
as he was more concerned with getting to the 
airport for his next tournament.

“No I wasn’t worried about that. I was more worried 
about catching my fl ight [to Korea] and I missed that.

“I got an invite to the Korea Open so I am planning 
to go over there and the fl ight leaves now so I would 
have got there Tuesday morning but now I will get 
there on Wednesday morning – hopefully they will 
understand and they didn’t yell at me…I think they 
will understand.”

He enjoyed posting the clubhouse winning score 
and believed it is a lot easier winning when you are 
not in the fi nal group.

“It is better not playing in the last group if you want 
to win because you get less pressure and less 
expectation. You just go out there and enjoy yourself 
and if it happens it happens. I really felt no pressure.”

It is a swift turnaround in fortunes for Lee who last 
week was disqualifi ed from the Soboba Golf Classic 
in California for withdrawing with injury but did not 
tell the tournament offi cials.

“I pulled out in the middle of the second round last 
week because of an injury to my wrist and I was very 
sad and disappointed about that and my parents 
were very disappointed because even when you play 
bad you have to fi nish the round no matter what but 
I just couldn’t play.

“I had massage therapy while I was taking a rest in 
Dallas and that worked really well for me. I was very 
thankful just to come out here to play and I got a 
nice bonus with the trophy.”

The former US Amateur champion was back to his 
fi st pumping best that had him as one of the hottest 
young players in the world in 2008 as the World 
No.1 Amateur.

Lee rewrote history when he surpassed Tiger Woods 
to become the youngest winner of the US Amateur 
Championship.

The then18yearold turned the golfi ng world upside 
down in 2009 when he became the youngest winner 
in European Tour history (at the time) claiming the 
Johnnie Walker Championship.

With three events remaining Lee’s dream of joining 
the world’s most famous tour has come true.

He is the fi rst Kiwi to play on the tour since Tim 
Wilkinson in 2008 and follows in the footsteps of 
New Zealand greats like Sir Bob Charles, Greg 
Turner, Frank Nobilo, Phil Tataurangi and Michael 
Campbell as golfers who have represented New 
Zealand on the PGA Tour.

get in the

Win a trip to DisneylanD With 
the 2012 Junior tiger series!

get $50 off Junior membership 
When you buy your starter 
golf set for only $175!

3  
grea

t

rea
so

ns!

national registration Day  
sunDay 6 november!

g
W
g

2.
Win a trip to Disneylan
the 2012 Junior 

2.2.2.
3.

n
s1.

get in theget in the

unior membership 

Visit www.golf.co.nz for details

continued from previous page



Wellington professional Nick Gillespie is the 
latest breakthrough winner on the Charles 
Tour after an impressive eight stroke win at 
the United Fisheries Shirley Open in fine 
conditions.

Gillespie, who completed the third round in style 
with four birdies in the final six holes including a 
hole out from the bunker on 18, continued his 
momentum to blow away the field.

The 23yearold was the least experienced of the 
four frontrunners chasing the title. But, after a 
nervous start where he made bogey on the first, it 
didn’t show as he made six birdies for a superb five 
under 67 to defeat Richard Lee by eight shots.

Gillespie has enjoyed a phenomenal first year in the 
pay for play ranks where he settled quickly and has 
claimed three titles showing great composure.

The former New Zealand amateur rep has been a 
perennial contender on the Charles Tour and was pleased 

to win his first four round win as a pro in New Zealand.

“I wouldn’t go so far to say it was easy,” said 
Gillespie after being presented the Shirley Open 
trophy by Sir Bob Charles. 

“I played quite nicely through the middle of the 
round which opened up a few shot lead but I kept 
telling myself to play aggressively.

“I set myself the goal of trying to get to 15 under par 
and I almost got there. I was just trying to stay 
positive — I didn’t want to just protect my lead.” 

He had the chance to reach 15 under par total (273) 
but his birdie putt on the final green lipped out. 

Gillespie’s 274 total equals the record 72hole low for 
Shirley Open winner — Anthony Doyle set that record 
last year when he beat Eddie Lee’s 277 in 2001.

His final round control was reminiscent of the 
dominant display by Doyle who won the event by 11 
shots in 2009.

Gillespie said every professional title you win is 
special but he was particularly proud of the way he 
finished the job at the Christchurch Golf Club.

“All titles are good for different reasons. Winning in 
Fiji was nice as it was my first as a pro and then 
Vanuatu was good as well but this one was special in 
the way I finished and played in that final round.”

Richard Lee was disappointed with his three over par 
75 that included five bogeys and two birdies to finish 
runner up on a six under par total.

Mahal Pearce finished tied third for the second year in 
a row also carding a three under 75 in Gillespie’s wake.

Gore golfer Vaughan McCall finished as the leading 
amateur by one shot from Christchurch local Jordan 
Bakermans after a two under par 70 in the final round.

“I was definitely playing for the top amateur title,” 
said the 20yearold from the Srixon Academy who 
finished in a share of third place.

“It was good to bounce back after The Hills where I 
had not such a great week. It was nice to bounce 
back and get back on track.” 

The two time champion Doyle attracted a big crowd 
again on Sunday as he carded a one under par 71 to 
finish in a share of ninth place.

Meantime Emily Perry became the first woman to 
claim three Charles Tour titles in succession when 
she won by four shots from Julianne Alvarez on a 
one under par total.

“I played really steady all day,” said the 20yearold 
from the Lochiel Golf Club.

“I wasn’t nervous at all, the last nine holes can be 
pretty stressful but I knew how to deal with it and I 
felt really comfortable. The birdies kept coming and 
it is great to win again.”

Perry made four birdies and three bogeys on her way 
to a one under 73 to hold off her New Zealand team 
mate Alvarez (76). Larissa Jane Eruera finished two 
shots further back. 

“Shirley is one of the courses that can play with you 
head with the fast greens so to win around here is 
good again for my confidence.”

Perry, who has been working hard on the mental 
side of her game, was pleased with the progress she 
has made in the past 12 months.

“I think I have really turned a corner in my game. 
Probably the most positive thing is I am not playing my 
best, I feel there is some improvement there still to come, 
but I am winning. That is exciting and encouraging.” 

Mens Scores after round 4

274 Nick Gillespie (P, New Zealand) 68 71 68 67

282 Richard Lee (P, New Zealand) 69 68 70 75

283 Vaughan McCall (Gore, NZ) 76 66 71 70, 
Mahal Pearce (P, New Zealand) 69 70 69 75

284 Jared Harvey (South Africa) 73 70 73 68, 
Jordan Bakermans (Christchurch, NZ) 75 71 70 68, 
Alex Tait (P, New Zealand) 70 73 70 71, Pieter 
Zwart (P, New Zealand) 70 71 71 72

285 Jordan Dasler (P, New Zealand) 71 70 75 69, 
Anthony Doyle (P, New Zealand) 71 74 69 71, 
Andrew Henare (P, New Zealand) 72 70 71 72

286 Blair Riordan (Takaka, NZ) 74 72 73 67, Keelan 
Kilpatrick (Russley, NZ) 77 70 69 70, Tyler Hodge 
(Levin, NZ) 74 67 74 71, Dominic Barson (P, New 
Zealand) 76 68 71 71, Mathew Perry (Hamilton, 
NZ) 72 72 70 72, Peter Spearman Burn (P, New 
Zealand) 72 71 69 74, Scott Hill (P, New Zealand) 
68 67 75 76

287 Mathew Holten (P, New Zealand) 73 75 66 73, 
Ruan De Smidt (South Africa) 75 66 71 75

288 Mark Boe (P, New Zealand) 74 71 70 73, Jason 
McIntosh (P, New Zealand) 71 72 71 74

289 Jim Cusdin (P, New Zealand) 71 69 72 77 290 
Dean Sipson (P, New Zealand) 73 74 71 72

Charles tour: united fisheries shirley oPen: gillesPie enjoys breakthrough win
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Charles tour:  
highs and lows of 
the united fisheries 
shirley oPen 
Gillespie cominG of aGe: Nick Gillespie is 
showing that he is a player for the future. 
The Wellington pro in his rookie year has 
claimed three titles and on a sunny 
afternoon at the Christchurch Golf Club he 
looked the real deal. 

The 23yearold was the least experienced of the 
four front runners for the title that included Richard 
Lee, Mahal Pearce and Scott Hill but it didn’t show as 
he was comfortably the best under the pressure of 
the final round. It was how the former New Zealand 
rep won that was most impressive. He mentioned 
afterwards that he won in Vanuatu but wasn’t happy 
with how he came home playing conservatively. This 
time he was aggressive right to the last as he made 
six birdies in what was a flawless display after his 
nervous start where he bogeyed the first. Gillespie 
had a short putt on 18 to get to 15 under to better 
the tournament record held by Anthony Doyle from 
2009. It missed but this was an indication of the 

Ladies Scores after round 4

295 Emily Perry (Lochiel, NZ) 75 74 73 73

299  Julianne Alvarez (Manor Park, NZ)  
75 72 76 76

301  Larissa Jane Eruera (Aviation, NZ)  
74 81 70 76

307  Jess Guenzerodt (Christchurch, NZ)  
76 74 77 80

313  Sylvie Williams (Waimairi Beach, NZ)  
80 80 76 77

315 Catherine Bell (Ashburton, NZ) 82 76 76 81

323  Georgia Wayman (Waimairi Beach, NZ) 77 82 86 
78, Laura Hoskin (Arrowtown, NZ) 77 79 80 87

328 Monica Tulisi (Christchurch, NZ) 79 83 86 80

continued from previous page

quality of Gillespie’s performance on a true 
championship test like Shirley. It was reminiscent of 
Doyle’s 11 shot win at the Shirley Open last year and 
other dominant Charles Tour performances like Josh 
Geary’s emphatic win as an amateur in the Carrus 
Tauranga Open in 2006. Gillespie, who narrowly 
missed selection in two Eisenhower teams, has hit 
the ground running in the pay for play ranks. There 
is no doubt that he is one of most exciting young 
professionals in the local game right now. Let’s hope 
he carries this form into tour school at the end of the 
year and beyond. When he does he will look back  
on the afternoon when Sir Bob Charles handed him 
the Shirley Open trophy and see a time when  
he came of age.

local support for anthony Doyle: Anthony 
Doyle came up short of winning three Charles Tour 
titles in succession (at the same venue). That would 
have been a special achievement and the only other 
player to achieve that feat is Doug Holloway (Wairakei 
Open 2006 – 2008). On Saturday afternoon, the 
Christchurch resident pro reminded us all what he is 
capable of on his home track. He made the turn in 
three over and then had six birdies (he said it should 
have been eight) in nine holes to get back into 
contention. It was a great display of golf and well 
received by the parochial Cantabrian locals. They 
support their own like noone else and that is an 
admirable quality. Doyle is a popular man around 
Shirley for good reason and the unwavering support 
of the two time champion was a reminder to us all 
how well Cantabs get behind their own, win or lose.

perry claiminG her own piece of charles 
tour history: While Doyle missed out on his 
piece of history Emily Perry claimed her own by 
becoming the first woman in Charles Tour history to 

win three titles in succession. The New Zealand rep 
has battled with the mental side of golf in 2011 but 
has turned that around in emphatic style. The young 
woman who was downcast and disillusioned about 
her game after her performances at the Astor Trophy 
and the British Amateur is now much more confident, 
sure of herself and enjoying her golf again. The 
Charles Tour has given her the chance to play her 
way back into form against some good fields. It has 
also been important for our other leading female 
amateurs in the game. Julianne Alvarez again 
showed her quality at Shirley and Larissa Eruera shot 
her first under par round in tournament conditions 
for over four years. These are all big moments for 
young golfers who thrive on confidence and results 
when it counts. 

weather: All in all the weather was kind to the 
golfers for the week at Shirley. Unfortunately the 
proam is the day where the sponsors get value for 
money and the Wednesday was a big wash out. The 
course was waterlogged and the decision to cancel 
the proam was the only decision to be made. Friday 
afternoon was the biggest concern for the 
tournament organisers but the rain arrived shortly 
after the last players finished on the 18th. The wet 
weather also helped slow the greens down at Shirley 
which made the scoring better as the glasslike 
putting surfaces there have made scoring a test in 
previous years. The fine and warm conditions on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons were great as the 
galleries could enjoy the great display of golf from 
the best players, most notably Gillespie.

reaD your local rules:  It was an unfortunate 
moment as often on the local proam circuit the rule 
for clean and place is a club length but after the rain 
enforced clean and place — the local rules stipulated 
clearly that this was six inches no closer to the hole. 
Auckland professional Hogan Cho, who was 
disqualified earlier in the year at the Muriwai Open, 
played day one to the club length rule, owned up to 
it and was sent packing. Credit should be given to 
Cho for the honest manner which he ruled himself 
out of the tournament but once again it underlined 

the fact that being a successful professional is all 
about being prepared and doing your homework. 
You never know one day it may, like in the example 
of Dustin Johnson and the US PGA last year, cost you 
a major championship.

shirley club spirit: For many other clubs, 
considering what the Christchurch Golf Club has 
endured in 2011 with earthquakes, liquefaction and 
potentially losing their clubhouse, hosting a Charles 
Tour event would have been discarded to the too hard 
basket. But not Shirley. The determination of key 
members in the club, and the support of United 
Fisheries as a sponsor, ensured the tournament went 
ahead. It was admirable throughout the week to see 
the importance of the event to the club members and 
the spirit that keeps Shirley as one of the finest club 
courses in New Zealand. It was a memorable event for 
many reasons and has provided many golfers a huge 
stepping stone to bigger and better things. It would 
not have happened if it were not for the never say die 
attitude of the Christchurch Golf Club. Well done. 
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hsbC 9 hole Challenge begins around nZ
The HSBC 9 Hole challenge has teed off around the country recently and over 80 clubs have 
signed up to host the twilight golf summer events.

It is the third year of the HSBC 9 Hole challenge and 
it has been met with widespread approval by the 
golfi ng public with nine hole golf club memberships 
increasing by 10 percent in 2010.

That statistic was very encouraging for New Zealand 
Golf Chief Executive Dean Murphy who is sure 
the HSBC 9 Hole challenge will continue to grow 
this year.

“With daylight savings beginning a couple of weeks 
ago, it is the perfect time to get out on the golf 
course,” said Murphy.

“The HSBC 9 Hole challenge has been a well
received initiative and the growth in nine hole 
membership shows us that people are embracing 
the shorter form of the game. It is exciting that the 
game is appealing to a new audience and growing 
participation.”

For HSBC CEO Noel McNamara, the popularity of 
the event throughout the regions is hugely 
rewarding.

“We are delighted that the concept of nine holes is 
becoming so popular across New Zealand and are 
looking forward to seeing the number of clubs 
involved in this year’s tournament grow from last 
year,” said McNamara.  

“We would like to wish all the entrants to the 2011 
HSBC 9 Hole challenge good luck and look forward 

to seeing the winners progress through the regional 
tournaments and on to the fi nal in December.”

Former All Black Grant Fox, the ambassador of the 
HSBC 9 Hole challenge, says the format is perfect for 
today’s time poor society.  

“Society has changed and golf needs to change with 
it. The HSBC 9 Hole challenge is a quick, fun and 
easy way to get involved in the game. 

“It is great competition to be involved with and I am 
sure that it has played a signifi cant role in increasing 
nine hole membership across New Zealand. People 
who have an interest in golf should enter the 
tournament because it is the perfect way to get 
involved in the game in a relaxed and social 
environment.”

Clubs can still register for the HSBC 9 Hole challenge 
by contacting New Zealand Golf Marketing Manager 
Jan Burrows on jan@nzgolf.org.nz.

to siGn up for the hsbc 9 hole challenGe 
Visit:

http://www.golf.co.nz/NewsMedia/Article.aspx?
id=665&topickey=National&topicid=192831
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New Zealand staged an impressive fight 
back but it wasn’t enough as Australia won 
the inaugural Four Nations Cup by 11 shots 
in fine and warm conditions at The Hills 
near Arrowtown.

Australia, who held a 14 shot lead heading into the 
final round courtesy of superb rounds from Brett 
Drewitt (65) and Todd Sinnott (66), were too far out 
of reach from the Kiwis who fought hard in the final 
18 holes.

The 11 shot margin flattered the Australian team as 
it was a tense afternoon on the championship 
layout when the Kiwis at one stage closed to within 
three shots. 

New Zealand number one Ryan Fox led the charge 
on Sunday with a five under par 67 that was aptly 
backed up by Ben Campbell (69) and Mathew Perry 
(70). The three, who had been the dominant players 
all week for New Zealand, combined for an 
impressive 10 under total. 
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It could have been better. Fox, who with three holes 
remaining was eight under, made a costly double 
bogey on the par 3 16th and bogey on the par 5 

17th, Perry made a triple on 12 and bogey on 15 and 
Campbell made back to back bogeys on 12 and 13. 

All of a sudden the three shot deficit was out to 10 
and it made the job that much easier for the 
Australian team.

“We all found trouble at about the same time which 
was disappointing,” said the 24yearold Fox, who is 
preparing to turn professional at the end of 2011.

“We knew we had to get off to a fast start and we 
did that and then coming into the last few holes 
maybe we chased it a bit hard. 

“We had fought back so well to get within three 
shots and the Aussies were feeling it as well but then 
we all made mistakes and it went from three shots 
to 10 or 11 pretty quickly.

“It could have been different but you have to give it 
to the Aussies – they played pretty solid golf for the 
last two days and they deserved to win.”

Drewitt had a weekend to remember and led his 
team to a fine victory. His four under par 68 ensured 

that Australia would claim another piece of 
silverware to sit alongside the Trans Tasman Cup, 
Nomura Cup and Southern Cross Cup.

His final round score proved to be the difference as 
he combined with Sinnott (72) and Ryan Peake (71) 
for a six under par total to secure what in the end 
was a comfortable win.

“It was good to be able to back up that 65 from 
yesterday and to play that good around Sir Michael 
Hill’s course was just amazing,” said Drewitt, who 
finished as the leading individual on an eight under 
par, winning by six shots from New Zealand’s 
Campbell and compatriot Sinnott.

Drewitt was scoreboard watching throughout the 
final round and knew the Kiwis were making a 
charge.

“I was aware of it but I just tried to play my own 
game. I had confidence in the boys who have been 
playing good this week. I was just trying to do what 
I do and I was pleased to get it done.”

Australian team manager Craig Bishop was proud of 
his boys after a trying final round.

“We’re really happy,” he said.

“It got a bit tight out there and it was touch and go 
for a while but I feel the boys stepped up and did 
exactly what they needed to do to win. It was a 
fantastic week. We had all the weather and then 
today was just perfect.” 
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The damage to New Zealand’s hopes came in the 
third round. After fighting back in round two to 
reduce the deficit to one shot, the Kiwis couldn’t 
match the red hot scoring of Drewitt and Sinnott as 
they fell 14 shots behind. 

Argentina performed well in the final round with an 
even par total to overtake South Africa (+5) into third 
place by four shots.

The Four Nations Cup is an amalgamation of two 
tournaments the Four Nations (between NZ, 
Australia, Japan and Canada) and the Southern 
Cross Cup (between NZ, Australia, South Africa and 
Argentina) becoming one Stroke Play event.

The four international teams (NZ, Australia, South 
Africa and Argentina) are made up of four male 
players with the best three scores counting each day. 
One round of golf was played each day for four days.

team totals

851 Australia 885 Argentina  
862 New Zealand  889 South Africa

Scores after round 4 

281 Brett Drewitt (Australia) 72 76 65 68 

286  Ben Campbell (New Zealand) 75 70 72 69, 
Todd Sinnott (Australia) 76 72 66 72 

287 Ryan Fox (New Zealand) 72 72 76 67 

289 Mat Perry (New Zealand) 76 74 68 71 

291 Franco Romero (Argentina) 73 73 71 74 

293 Brandon Stone (South Africa) 78 72 72 71 

297 Maverick Antcliffe (Australia) 71 81 72 73 

298 Jorge Fernandez Valdes (Argentina) 72 77 76 73 

299 Ruan De Smidt (South Africa) 76 74 73 76 

301 Thomas Baik (Argentina) 75 83 73 70, Hadyn 
Porteous (South Africa) 71 78 78 74 

303 Martin Kim (Argentina) 77 80 75 71 

308 Vaughan McCall (New Zealand) 77 84 76 71 

379 Ryan Peake (Australia) 73 74 162 70 

391 Jared Harvey (South Africa) 162 76 76 77 
 

N
Z 

Fo
ur

 N
at

io
ns

 t
ea

m
asian amateur ChamPionshiP review
New Zealand’s Ben Campbell has fallen just 
short of his dream of winning the Asian 
Amateur Championship in Singapore after 
a final round 70 saw him finish in third place 
two shots back from Japan’s Hideki 
Matsuyama.

The 20yearold from the Masterton Golf Club, who 
took a one shot lead into the final round after the 
defending champion Matsuyama produced a 
sensational 65 in round three, struggled early at The 
Singapore Island Country Club. 

It was a frustrating day for Campbell as the New 
Zealander doublebogeyed the 2nd hole to see his 
overnight lead turn into a two shot deficit to his 
playing partner. He recovered well with birdies at 
holes 3, 7 and 8 that kept him in contention. Further 
birdies at 16 and 17 kept him in touch but 
Matsuyama’s tap in par on the last for a five under 
67 meant there would be no shock finish.

Campbell – who underwent surgery on his foot just 
seven weeks ago — said: “I didn’t find it easy. I 
couldn’t seem to putt it in a line, where I wanted it 
to. I made a bit of a run coming in and had a good 
putt on 16, but overall it wasn’t too bad. 

“If someone said I’d finish third at the start of the 
week I’d be pretty happy but it was a bit of a 
disappointment I suppose. Not where I wanted to 
finish after a good run over the last few days but 
that’s the way these things go.”

In finishing third Campbell missed an invitation to 
the Masters and also the prize for runner up which 
was entry into the final stage of international 
qualifying for the Open Championship in 2012. 

Victory means a return to the Masters Tournament in 
April for Matsuyama, where he made history last 
year by becoming the first Asian golfer to win the 
Silver Cup for low amateur. 

“At last year’s Asian Amateur Championship, I was 
able to enjoy the tournament because it was my first 
time and I did not have a lot of pressure,” said the 
19yearold.

“But this time, since I knew that I had to win to play 
Augusta again, it was extra pressure for me and it is 
something I’ve never been through before.

“I think it was because I wanted so badly to go back 
to play Augusta again. That is why the pressure was 
there but I am happy that I managed to get over it.”

While South Korea’s Soomin Lee missed out on the 
title, as runnerup he will join Matsuyama in 
International Final Qualifying for The Open 
Championship 2012.

Hamilton amateur Mathew Perry had a three under 
par 69 in the final round to climb to T9th place. 
Vaughan McCall capped off a fine week in Singapore 
with a one under 73 for also a share of ninth place.

Auckland’s Ryan Fox had a disappointing four over 
76 to drop 10 places into a share of 17th. 

International rookie Sam An from the Titirangi Golf Club 
in Auckland shot a three under 69 to finish tied 17th. 

The fourth Asian Amateur Championship will be 
staged at Amata Spring Country Club in Chonburi, 
southeast of Thailand’s capital city of Bangkok, from 
November 1–4, 2012.
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